
 In the State of Vaud, a supportive learning environment for schools seeking to implement SE includes amongst others a
Department of Education, a University and a Teacher Education University. All these actors work together with the schools to

ensure that the educational system evolves in a way that takes greater account of SE. 



This experience highlights the need to link governance issues with pedagogical ones in order to create a supportive institutional
learning ecology. This virtuous logic enables both the beneficiaries (compulsory and post-compulsory schools) and the higher

education partners to consolidate their approaches to SE.



Learning ecology refers "to a number of interrelated and interdependent elements that combine to make up an organic system
that allows those who are actively engaged in and with the system to learn in different ways”*.




A learning ecology to implement sustainability education
(SE) in schools

Contacts : thomas.jaccard@unil.ch   |    gaelle.keim@vd.ch   |   nadia.lausselet@hepl.ch
www.ecolevaudoisedurable.ch

Possible changes in the political
context
Time required for coordination
between institutions
Potentially competitive trust
between institutions (e.g. for LLL)
Communication

Challenges :
Synergy between complementary
areas of expertise (better quality
and use of resources)
Stronger legitimacy and knock-on
effect in implementing SE strategies
Alignment with local needs
Growth of the SE community

Added value :

Trainings on
sustainability
education (SE)

Institutional
practices

& infrastructures

Trainings on 
sustainability (S)

A whole school approach
to sustainable education

Students/pupils
School head

Teachers

SE referents

COMPULSORY/POST-COMPULSORY
SCHOOLS

Framework conditions
& support

Preservice teachers

School leadership
&

community
engagement

Curriculum,
 pedagogy 

&
learning

Pedagogic & scientific
network for the schools

(resources, visibility,
meetings, short training

programms, aso.)

HEP VAUD

Competence Center in SE with SE coordinator
+ SE teachers educator

+  Research Community on SE
Life long learning Department 

S Office + S mission manager

UNIVERSITÉ DE
LAUSANNE

Competence Center in S with SE manager
Research Community on S

Ecological Transition & Campus Division
Scientific Mediation Unit

Support Center for Education



DÉPARTEMENT DE
L'ENSEIGNEMENT ET DE LA

FORMATION PROFESSIONNELLE

SE & S Office with manager
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